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To his VVorſhipfull good friend, 


Maiſter John Stewexton, of Dothill, in the 
County of S/op, Eſquire. 


Slth Conſcience(ong fince) is exilde the Citty, 
Olet her in the Countrey, finde ſome Pitty - 
Burif ſhe be exilde, the Countrey too, 


O lcther finde, ſome fauour yer of you. 
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mindot Man, 


Owhad the cole-blacke ſteedes, of pitchie Night, 


(Brear 7 OUT Jarknelic) bani _— ul [ght, 


(ng ihagous ofcternall rc IJ 
My ſc I | Kath 


When loe there was preſented to my view, 
A vilion ſtrange, yetnot fo ſtrange, as true, 
Dy ns 54s 


Con Sh G2 are mee, 
dwithg JO des,wit; 


Her countinance demure, and ſober lad, 
Nor any other Ornament ſhee had. 
Then Coxetouſneſſe did incounter her, 
Cladin a Caſlock, lyke a Viurer, 


The Caſlock, it was made of poore-mens skinnes, 
Lac'd here and there, with many ſeuerall ſinnes : 


Nor was it furd, with any common furre ; 
Or if it were, himſelfe hee was the far. 

A Bag of money, in his hande he helde, 
The which with cic, he ſtill behelde, 
The place wherein this viſion firſt 
(A ſpacious plaine) was cald The Me Man, 


The Combat, betweene Conſcience 
and Couctoulneſſe, in the 


Trueth and Honeſtic, 


The 
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And as for title, intereſt, and git, 


Lis 


The Combar, betweene 


The Carle no ſooner, Conſcience had elpyde, 
But fivelling lyke a Toade, (puft vp with pryde) 

He ſtraight began againſt her to inuey; | 

Theſe were the wTe,.c7 which Conetiſe did ſcy. 
Conſcience (quoth hee) how dar'{t thou bee ſo bold, 
Toclaime the place, thatl by right doe hold? 
Neither by right, nor might, thou canſt obraine it: | 
By might (thou knowſt full well) thou canſtnot gaine it, | 
The greateſt Princes are my followars, © 
The King in Peace, the Captaine.in the Warres ; 
The Courtier, and the ſimple Countrey-man: 
The Iudge, the Merchant, andthe Gentleman: 
The learned Lawyer, and the Politician : 

The skilfull Surgeon, and the fine Phyfician: 

In briefe, all ſortes of men mee entertaine, 

And hold mee, as their Soules ſole Soucraigne, 
And in my quarrell, they will fight and die, 

Rather then I ſhould ſiffer iniurie. 


Ile proue its mine by thar, as well as might. 
Though Conetouſneſſe, were vicd long before, 
Yet Iudas Treaſon, made my Fame the more; 
When Chriſt he cauſed, crucifydeto bee, 

For thirtie pence, man ſolde his minde to mee: 
And now adaics, what tenure is more free, 


Thea that which purchafd is, with Gold and fee? 
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Conſcience, 


With patience, hauc I heard thy large Complaiat, 
Vherein the Diucll, would be thot 4 a Saint: 
But wot ye what, the Saying is of ol 

One talc is good, vntill anothers rolde. 

Truth is the right, that] mult ſtand vpon, 

(For other tile, hath poore Conſcience none) 
FirſtI will proue it, by Antiquitie, 

Tharthou art but an vp-{tart, vnto mee ; 

Before that thou waſt euer though vpon, 

The minde of Man, belongd to mee alone, 

For after that the Lord, had Man Created, 

And him in blifle-tull Paradice had ſeated ; 
(Knowing his Nature was to vice inclynde) 

God gaue me ynto man, to rule his mynde, 
And as it were, his Gouemourto bee, 

To guide his minde, in Trueth, and Honeſtie. 
om mon that man did ſell his ſoule; 
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Conſcience and Couectouſneſſe, 


Couc- 


The Combat, betweene 
Couctoulneſle, 


Alas poore WT i Dm Tn 
As of ſenſes, thou werr quite bercaud. 
What wil: thou ſay (that thinkſt thoucanſt not erre)} 
If I canproue my ſelfe the ancienter ? 

into A4ams minde, God did infuſe thee, 
Before his fall, yet man did neuer ve thee, 
What was it elſe, but Auarice in Exe, 
(Thinking thereby, in greater Blifſe to liue) | 
That made her caſte, of the forbidden fruite ? F 
Ot her Deſfier, was not I the roote ? 
Did ſhe not couer? (tempted by the Deuill) 
The Apple of the Tree, of good andeuill? 
Before man vied Conſciunce, ſhe did couet : 
Therefore by her Tempo, hereI prouc it, 
That Cometoupneſſe poſle the minde of man, 
Before that any Conſcience began, 


Conſcience. 


Conſcience and Couetouſneſle; 
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Which all Mankinde, did afterward repent : 
So that thou ſceſt, thy Argument is vaine, 
AndI am prov, the elder of the twaine. 


Couctoulneſle, 


Fond Wretch, it was not Corſcience, but feare, 
That made the firſt man (Adam) to forbeare 
Toraſtthe fruite, of the forbidden Tree, 

Leſt, if offending hee were found to bee, 
(According as Jehouah faide on hye, 

For his ſo great Tranſgreſſion, hee ſhould dye. 
Feare curbd his minde, it was not Corſtience then, 
(For Conſcience freely, rules the harts of men) 
DE akneF decay 
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Then(l1mple Tru!) be packin 

For inviwplace, here isnoroome for thee 
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Aye mee,{(diſtreſled Wight) what ſhall I doe 3 P 
Where ſhall I reft> Or whicherſhallI goe? © atk 
Vnto the rich ? (xoes meeYthey;doe abhor me: o 
Vnto the poore ? (alas) they, cate riot for me* © 
Vato the Olde-man dheezhath mee forgot: 
Vntothe Young-man ?yethee,knowes me not: 
Vntothe Prince? heezcan diſpence with mee: 
Vnto the Magittrate that; maynotbee: 
Vnto the Court >for ity] amtoo baſe : 
Vnto the Countrey ? there, I haue no place: 
Vntothe Citty ? thence, I am exilde : 
Vnro the Village ? there; amrxeuilde: 
Vnto the Barre ? the Lawyer there, is bribed? 
Vnto the Warre ?there, Conſcience is derided: 
Vntothe Temple? there; I am diſguiſed: 
Vnrto the Market? there, L am deſpiled : 
Thus both the youngaud olde, the rich and poore, 
Ayainſt mee ((1l] y Creature) ſhut their doore, 
Then, fith each one feekes my rebuke and ſhame, 
Ile goe wy to Heauen (from-waencelI came.) 
This ſaide (me thought) making exceeding mone, 
She went her way, and lett the Carle alone, 
Who vaunting of his late-got vitorie, 
Aduaunc'd himfelte in pompe and Maicſtie: 
Much like a Cocke, who hauing kild his foe, 
 Brisks vp himſelfe, and then begins to crow. 
SO Conetſe, WNEN Conſcience was depaited, 


Conſcience and Conetouſneſle, 


Gan to be proud in minde, and hauty harted: 
Andin a ſtately Chayre of ſtate heſethim, 

(For Conſerence baniſkt) there was none to lethim, 
And being but oneentrie, to this Plaine, 
(Whereot as king and Lord, he did remaine) 
Repentance cald, he cauſd that to be kepr, 

Leſt Conſcience ſhould returne, whillt as he ſlept: 
Wherefore he caulſd it, to be wacht and warded 
Both night and Day, and to be ſtrongly guarded: 
Tokeepe it ſafe, theſe three he did intrear, 
Hardveſſe of hart, with Fal{Þood, and Deceat : 

Andif art any time, ſhe chaunc'd to venter, 
Hardneſſe of hart, denide her ſtill ro enter. 

When Conſcience was exilde the minde of Man, 
Then Cometiſe, his gouernment began, 

This once being ſcene, what TI had leene before, 
(Being onelyſeene in {lcepe) was ſeene no morez 
For with the forrowe,which my Soule did take 

At ſight hereof, foorthwith I did awake, 6 


FINIS. 


